Marriage Definition and Expectations Cityview Bible Church

From our study of Scripture and church history, the elders of Cityview Bible Church have written this document in order to clearly
present the Christian view of marriage (and divorce) and to explain our church’s requirements and expectations before one of our
pastors will officiate at a wedding. You might wonder: WHY is this document necessary? This document is necessary because
getting married in a Christian church (with the blessing of a pastor) is different than getting married by the Justice of the Peace. One
is a legal arrangement in the eyes of the state. The other is a lifelong covenant in the eyes of God. Christian marriage is a sacrificial
commitment between two Christians to faithfully love one another for the rest of their lives. In addition (according to Ephesians 5),
Christian marriage is designed to be a reflection of Jesus’ relationship with His bride, the church. As a result, Christian marriage is
more than just a legal commitment. It is a spiritual commitment, with the ultimate goal of honoring God and reflecting the love of
Christ for all to see.

DEFINITION: What is Marriage?
The first verses in the Bible about marriage are found in Genesis 2:18-25. From this passage, we learn that:

e God designed marriage as a complementary relationship between a man and a woman.
e The manis required to change his primary commitment from his parents to his wife.
e The goal of Christian marriage is oneness (a new unity where the two become one in body and spirit).

e When we follow God’s plan for marriage, there is no shame or guilt.
Jesus is asked about the meaning of marriage in Matthew 19:1-12. From this passage, we learn that:

e Jesus sees Genesis 2 as authoritative for establishing the definition of marriage.
e Jesus adds the phrase “what God has put together, let no man separate.”
e The Christian view of marriage emphasizes the permanence of the relationship (lifelong commitment).

e Jesus teaches us that divorce is not God’s design for marriage (and only permitted in limited circumstances).
Paul teaches on marriage in Ephesians 5:22-33. In this passage, we learn that:

e Paul also sees Genesis 2 as authoritative and foundational for the definition of marriage.
e God has specific roles in mind for the man and woman in the marriage relationship.
e The husband is commanded to love his wife, and the wife is commanded to respect her husband.

e The marriage relationship is a picture of Jesus’ relationship with the church (our model).

From these passages, we learn that the Christian definition of marriage is a lifelong commitment between one man and one
woman to be faithful to each other and follow God’s design for the marriage roles.

EXPECTATIONS: What does Cityview require of engaged couples?

1) That they both be believers in Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 6:14)
2) That they commit to sexual purity. (Hebrews 13:4)
3) That they commit to not live together (cohabitate) before their marriage. Why? So that the couple can...
a. Avoid temptation (1 Corinthians 6:18-20)
b. Be agood witness for Christ (Ephesians 5:3)
c. Create space to go through the pre-marital process (and even decide against marriage) (Prov 4:7)
d. Communicate higher commitment to Christ than convenience (Luke 9:23-24)
e. Setthemselves up for long-term success (as research shows)
4) That they commit to complete the 8-week pre-marital process with a marriage mentor couple (see page 2).
a. Meet with a pastor to discuss the pre-marital process
b. Complete the Prepare & Enrich online marriage assessment.
c. Complete the Preparing for Marriage workbook with a mentor couple.
5) That they deal with past relationships in a God-honoring manner.
a. Confess and repent of previous sins openly and honestly.
b. Pursue reconciliation with a previous spouse if divorced without biblical justification.



Stance on Homosexuality

Because of changing cultural trends and the recent Supreme Court decision on same-sex marriage, the elders of Cityview believe it’s
important to clarify the church’s position on homosexuality in general and same-sex marriage specifically.

As stated above, based on Genesis 2:18-25, marriage (as God originally designed it) is a complementary relationship between a man
and a woman. We believe two men or two women married to one another is in conflict with the biblical vision of marriage. When
the Bible does speak on the topic of homosexuality or homosexual acts, it does so only negatively (Leviticus 18:22, Romans 1:26-28,
1 Corinthians 6:9). In addition, we believe that two men or two women pursuing a marriage relationship together is in contradiction
to the natural order of creation and doesn’t invite the full life of faith Christ has to offer.

Because of this conviction, the pastors of Cityview will not marry gay men or women. However, we invite gay men or women to
attend worship and pursue the Lord Jesus Christ with us at Cityview. We recognize this is an important and often sensitive subject,
and hope that those who believe differently will respect our theological and biblical position. As with any subject, we invite
respectful dialogue with those who desire to engage in discussion.

Premarital Process for Engaged Couples

One of the most important commitments an engaged couple can make is to pre-marital counseling. We have established a process
for couples to receive biblical premarital counseling through trained pastors or lay people, with the ultimate goal of preparing
couples for a lifetime of honoring Christ in their marriage. Our desire is that as couples plan diligently for their wedding, they will
also plan diligently for their marriage.

Step 1 — Meet with a Pastor
What is the best way for a couple to reach out to a pastor?

They can call the church office —512.255.9977 or email the pastors at pastors@cityviewbible.org. If an engaged couple has a

personal relationship with a pastor they can ask them specifically.
What will take place during that initial meeting?
Four things:

1. The pastor will get to know the couple personally. He’ll find out where they are spiritually, whether they are Christians or
non-believers.

2. He will also determine the couple’s living situation. The vast majority of people, including Christians, who come to Cityview
for premarital counseling are already living together. If this is the case, the pastor will explain that in order to participate in
the premarital counseling process the couple must commit to living separately until the wedding (this applies to Christians,
not non-believers. Non-believers are dealt with case by case). (See commitments above)

3. He will also explain the premarital counseling process (which will be detailed below). He will emphasize the spiritual nature
of the counseling process. If they are not Christians he will take this opportunity to share the gospel. The pastor will have to
make a judgment call whether it’s best to marry a non-believing couple.

4. The pastor will lastly be sure he has the appropriate contact information for the couple to pass on to the mentor couple
who will be doing the premarital counseling, as well as to email them the appropriate information to do their Prepare &
Enrich assessments.

Step 2 — Premarital Counseling
What is the pre-marital process?

Cityview uses the Merge curriculum from Watermark Church in Dallas for our pre-martial counseling. Trained Merge leaders from
Cityview offer the 8-week Merge class several times a year. We ask all couples to complete the Merge study before their wedding.
After completing Merge, the pastor will help the couple process their Merge experience and provide feedback based on their online
pre-marital assessment.



Step 3 - Final Meeting with Pastor

After the marriage mentors have completed the pre-marital counseling they will notify the pastor that the couple has successfully
completed their work. The pastor will then meet with the couple and discuss their experience with the process and pray for the
couple, as well as answer any questions they may have. If the pastor is officiating the couple’s wedding, this will be a good
opportunity to discuss wedding day details, including flow of the service.



